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From 1989 to 1997, I had observed increasing anxiety and high expectations from
parents in their children’s education. This worry stemmed from a misunderstanding of the
education system which is unknown to most new immigrants. I strongly felt that the parent’s
needs were not sensitively met. In early 1997, I presented an idea to form the Chinese American
Parent Association at the Board of Directors meeting of the Diamond Bar Chinese American
Association. The motion was denied.

In February 1997, while flying with a group of local residents from L.A. to Taiwan for
the sister city relationship, I met Diamond Bar High School teacher, Mrs. Debra Clifford
During our conversation, I realized that the principal of Diamond Bar High School, Dr. Bob
Corkrum, had recognized the need to organize a parents group. Immediately, I offered to work
with her to begin the first step, to identify Chinese American parents by name. In April 1997, a
list of over 400 names was compiled. Diamond Bar High School was very generous to send out
the first 2 mailers at the school’s expense. The first two meetings were held in the library, the
whole room was filled with parents. Spirits were high. It was clear from discussions that there
was a need to establish the bridge between school and home. At the second meeting, Principal
Corkrum asked me to run for the president of this organization. I did not accept the suggestion
because [ planned to run for the school board. I thought there was a conflict of interest between
both positions. I recommended Mr. David Hsu to be the first president. After the organization
was established, parents asked Fred Yein, Wen Chang, and I to create the bylaws. After two
meetings, a first draft was presented to the parent’s association. From then, David ran his first

presidency.
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