Chinese American Parents Association (CAPA)

Diamond BarHigh School

BRECEP BRFARTY
What is IB?

The International Baccalaureate Organization’s Diploma Program, created in 1968, is a
demanding pre-university course of study that leads to examinations. It is designed for
highly motivated secondary school students aged 16 to 19, but provides benefits to all
students in an IB World School. The program has earned a reputation for rigorous
assessment, giving IB diploma holders access to the world’s leading universities. The
Diploma Program incorporates the best elements of several national systems of education,
without being based on any one. The program is motivated by an idealistic vision that
students all over the world can share an academic experience that would emphasize critical
thinking, intercultural understanding, and exposure to a variety of points of view. [Some
information taken from www.ibo.org]
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What is the structure of the IB Diploma Program?

To earn an IB diploma, students must complete courses in 6 academic subjects, one from
each group in the figure shown below. They must also complete the core elements of the
extended essay, a 4000-word personal research paper; the Theory of Knowledge, a senior
seminar course; and CAS, an extra-curricular requirement that involves service, athletics,
and the arts. All IB work is done during the students’ junior and senior years.
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What is IB at Diamond Bar High School?

Diamond Bar High School became an approved International Baccalaureate World School in
February 2002. Our IB Diploma Program was developed through a cooperative effort of
teachers, administrators, and members of our guidance staff

Our first three classes of IB students graduated in 2005, 2006 and 2007. Our diploma
candidates are very successful; 90% of them have performed well enough to receive the IB
diploma. They are now attending prestigious universities like Harvard, Stanford, Cal Tech, UC
Berkeley, UCLA, NYU, and Brown. In the IB and pre-IB programs we currently have 27
seniors, 31 juniors, 160 sophomores, and 196 freshmen. Freshmen and sophomore students who
wish to be IB Diploma candidates are tracked into an academically rigorous schedule of honors
classes. A typical freshman schedule may include: English I Honors, French II Honors, Biology
Honors, and Algebra II/ Trigonometry Honors.
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How does a student join the DBHS IB program?

Applications to our IB program are taken from students in grade eight every year during the
spring semester. To be accepted into our IB program eighth graders must finish the eighth
grade with a 3.0 grade point average in their English, social science, mathematics, and
experimental science courses. In addition, they must have finished a course in Algebra 1 by the
end of the eighth grade; they must secure recommendations from their teachers; and they must
write an essay.

Current applications are available at www.dbhsib.org. They must be submitted by
February28, 2008.
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What can a middle school student do to prepare for the IB Diploma Program?

All students and parents should fully investigate the program to see if it fits their individual
needs. The IB program is a nice match for students who will enjoy the rigorous academic
challenge. An IB student’s high school program will be more flexible and will present more
options if the student has completed a year of Geometry and a year of Chinese, French, Korean
or Spanish during the eighth grade.
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Where can you get more information?
B NG ESEIHER:
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www.dbhsib.org
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